










APSO AC AY IEC 6 Pyne 
IOC VOWS 
SRT MESON 


Dr. Chauncy’s 
SERMON 
` a Occafion’d by- the 
REBELLION 


In Favour of the 


PRETENDER. 











EEES MAES MASTER: 
ATION 
Re MO RNR 








a 


` The Counfel of two confederate Kings to fet the Son 
of Tasear on the Throne, reprefented as evil, in 
_ it’s natural Tendency and moral Afpect. 
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By Charles Chauncy, D.D. 
Paftor of the firft Church of Curis in faid Town. 
Sectostestedlortestostestosforfocfostorforfostosforfosfortoctosho te toteso cfe folo forte 
Pfal. 132. 17, 18. There will I make the Horn of David to bud : 


I have ordained a Lamp for mine anointed. His Enemies will I 
clothe with Shame; but upon himfelf fball his Crown fisurifh. 
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“TSATAH vii.’ §; 6, 7. 


Bidii SYRIA, pa A and the Son of REMA# 
LIAH have taken evil Counfel againft thee, faying, 
Let us go up againfi JUDAN, and vex it; and let 
us make a Breach init for us, and fet a ‘Kine im 
“the cE even the Son of TABEAL : : Thus 
faith the Lord God, it shall not fland, neither foal, 
y come to pafs. 











and Fear with Anaz King of 
Jupan, and his whole King- 
dom +. His Heart «was moved, 
c and the Heart of. lis People, as 
3 the Trees of the Wood are\ moved) 
Ba í > ° with ‘the: Wind... The Reafon of, 
Nese this oc Amazement, s 1S. ‘open’ ’d in the ad Verfe of 
jis een in thefe ‘Words, And. it was told.the 
Houfe 
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Houfe of Davin, faying, SyrtA is confederate with 
Eppraim. The Original here rendered is confe- 


` derate, fignifies; as a learned Critick obferves, zs 


refed ; and may import, not.only that thefe confe- 
derate Forces were joined, but that they were al- 
ready eneamped in the Borders of the ‘Tribe of 
Epyraim; which was not a great way diftant from 
JerusaLtem the Metropolis of, Jupea.. And no 
wonder that Awaz, and all his loyal Subjects, were 
furprized at the Tidings of fo powerful an Invafion, 
threatning the Lofs of every Thing. that was near 
and dear to them. 


Ir was while King Awaz, was under fearful 
Apprehenfions as to the Confequence of this Confe- 
deracy againft him, thatGod fent theProphetIsaraw 
with a {pecial Meflage to him; partly to huth his 
Fears, by afluring him, that the Attempt of thefe 
Kings to.rend his Kingdom:from him fhould prove 
väin; and partly to forewarn him of the Evil that 
fhould befall his Land from another King, the King 
of AssYRIA, upon whom he too much depended : 
Interpofing, by the Way, as a fure Ground of Sup- 
port to the Houfe of Davin, under their., prefent 
Difficulty, that remarkable Prophecy. concerning 
the Mrssran, that he fhould be born of a Virgin. 


Tur Meflage’the Propher was fent to deliver 
to him begins with the~ 4th Verfe, where he be- 
fpeakshith in that Language, “Sake Heed, and be, 
quick’; fear not, neither be ER Bearded Jor the two. 
Lails'of thofe fmotking -Fire-brands, for the fierce 
Anger of Razi with SYRA, and of the’ Son ow 

ae REMALIA 
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Ramaria, Some think the Advice- here -given 

to the King is intended, at leaft in Part, to moderate 

his angry Refentments. Take Heed, and be quiet, 

Look to it, that you keep your Temper; that you 

don’t fly into aPaflion ; and {peak unadvitedly with 

your Lips: : Have a Care you don’t complain: of 
, Providence, and murmur againft God for fuffering 
thefe powerful Enemies to combine together in an 
enterprize to. deprive you of your Crown, and en- 
flave your People. But others more probably fup- 
pole the Defign of the Advice is, to reftrain. his Fear 
within due Bounds and Limits; As if it had been 
faid, See that you keep the Pofleffion of your felf ; 
don’t be difpirited ; don’t fuffer your Heart to melt 
and fail within you ; don’t let your Fears prevail fo 
as. to betray you into any ‘Thing unworthy your Dig- 
nity asa King, oy that may reflect Difthonour on 
Gaod.: l 


< Anp, as an Enforcement of this Advice, . the 
| Prophet, under theDirection of God, compares thefe 
| confederate Kings, in. a. Way of Contempt, to fwo 
Tails of fmoaking Fire-brands. They feemed. to 

Auaz fierce and furious, like burning Brands of 
Fire ; yea, his furprifed Imagination reprefented their 
united. Force bya raging Fire, whofe Violence 
could not be refitted. But the Prophet, to allay his 
Fears, aflures him from God they fhould prove no- 
~ thing more than /moaking Fire-brands. They 
-A might for a while make a Smoother ; but they 
~ fhould not be able to do him any confiderable 
i Hurt. Yea, he is commiffion’d to tell him, they 













~ were only the Zas/s or Ends of finoaking Fire-brands. 
u Ce | Their 
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Their Force was fpent ; they fhould foon expire ; 
they fhould eafily be put out. : 


Tue Prophet goes on with his Meflage in the 
Words I have read to you for the Text, Becaufe 
Syria EPHRAIM, and the Son of REMALIAH have 
taken evil Counfel againft thee, faying, Lef us go up 
again Junan, and vex it; and let us make a 
Breach in it for us, and fet a Kine in the Midh of 
it, even the Son of Tasrar. Thus faith the Lord 
God, it fhall not fland, neither fhall it come to pafs: 
In which Words the three following ‘Things are 
obfervable, 


I. A REPRESENTATION of the Defign- which 
the confederate Kings of Syria and Israr’ had 
formed againft Amaz ; which was to dethrone 
him, and fet a King in the Midjt of bis Kingdom, 
even the Son of TABEAL. ` 


H. Tue Refolution of Heaven to bring this De- 
fign to nought. Thus faith the Lord God, it shall 
not fland, neither fhall it come to pafs. - : 


II. THe Rea/on of this Refolution ; fuggefted 
in thofe Words, Becaufe they have taken evil Coun- 
fel againft thee, faying, Let us go up againft Ju- ' 
DAH, &c. og 






AccorDIncty, thefe are the Particulars we g| 
fhall diftingly confider; but with all poffible Bre- 7% 


vity, a 
Ž 
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vity, that we may have more Time to apply them 
to the Circumftances of our Nation at this Day. 


I. Tue firt Thing contained in the Words of 
the Prophet is a Reprefentation of the De/ign,which 
the confederate Kings of Syria and Israrr' had 
formed againft Auaz King of Jupan. 


Syria, Epurarim, and the Son of REMALIAH 
are the Confederates {poken of in the Text, as en- 
gaged in the Defign againft Jupan : But, by a 
common Figure, Syria is here put for the King 
of Syria ; and Epuraim being the known Scrip- 
ture Term giving Denomination to the ten Tribes, 
or the Kingdom of Isragx, and the Son of REMA- 
LIaH being their King, he is the Perfon here in- 
tended: So that by Syria, EPHRAIM, and the Son 
of ReMaLiau, we are to underftand the Kings of 
Syria and Israzt. The fame Thing is meant as 
if thefe two Kings had been mentioned by Name. 
To be fure, thefe were the allied Potentates who 
had formed a Defign againft the Kingdom of Ju- 
DAH ; and the Prophet here opens their Defign, 
and plainly tells Anaz their King what it was. And 
this he does. by bringing them in, faying, as in the 

- middle. Claufe of the Text, Let us go up againft 
, Junan, and vex it ; and let us make a Breach in 
it for us, and fet a Kine in the midh of it, even 
` the Son of Tasrar. Their Scheme was to de- 
throne Amaz, and fet up a PRETENDER in his 
Room, conftituting him King of Jupan. 
f 


B WHo 


SN 
DN á 
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Who this Man was they intended to'exalt to 
the Throne, we can’t tell at this Diftance of Time. 
He is called in theText, the Son of Tasrar. And 
this is all we certainly know about him. Some 
conjecture he was a. SYRIAN ;others ‘think he was 
an IsRAELITE ; othersa Native of Junta, but in 
the Tntereft of Syrta‘and Israet, and a fit Tool to 
ferve their Turn. This feems moft probable ; and 
that he pretended fome Sort of Right to the Crown, 
and had a Party in‘the\Kingdom who abetted him. 
But whoever he was, and whether he pretended a 
Right to the Crown or not, he was the Creature 
of thefe confederate Kings, a futable Engine for 
them to work with; and therefore they refolve to 
fet the Crown of Junan on his Head: This was 
the: Defign they had principally in their View ; 
and the Means they refolved upon in order to ac- 
complifh it, are particularly recorded in the Text. 


Tue firt Thing they determined upon, in a 
Way of Means, the Prophet exprefies in their own 
Words, Let us, ey they, go up againf Jupan, 
The Thing refolved upon is an Invafion of their 
Land. This they judged neceflary ; an Expedient 
without which they might not hope- for Suecefs, 
"Tis‘likely a Party in theKingdom had an Affection 
for this Sox of Taseat, lik’d well the Scheme of 
making him King, and would gladly be affifting in 
it, could a Way be contrived to bring about fo 
great a Revolution. Such ‘Intelligence as this ‘at 


the Courts of Syria and Israry might give Rife i 
to their Refolution žo go up 'againf- Jonam. Ad 


confiderable Force from abroad they judged migh 
i countenancé — 


el RSE ar 


as 


— 
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countenance the Difaffected at home, and {pirit them 
to rife up in Rebellion againft their rightful and 
lawful King : They therefore proje& an Invafion, 
as a hopeful Method to fucceed in their Intention 
to difplace Auaz, and fet the Son of TaBEAL on 
the ‘Throne. 


ANoTHER Means they refolved upon whereby 
to effet this Defign was, the filling Jupan with 
Vexation and Sorrow. Let us go up againft Ju- 
DAH, fay they, and vex it. ‘The Meaning is, Let 
us ravage their Country, pillage and plunder their 
Towns and Cities, and fo vex and harrafs them as 
to make them weary of adhering to their prefent 
King, and willing to take the Son of TasEa to 
reign over them. 


Nor was this all, but they determine upon a 
more mifchievous Means ftill in order to compafs 
their Defign againft Jupan ; which was, fo make a 
Breach in it for them. Let us go, fay they, and 
make a Breach in it for us, i. e. fay fome, Let us 
penetrate into the Heart of the Country, advance 
even to JERUSALEM, the head or capital City of it, 
and make a Breach in its Wall, a Breach wide e- 
nough for us to march in ; without which there 
will be no Hope to fet a King in the midft of the 
Land. Let us make a Breach in it for us, i. e. fay 
others, Let us rend the Kingdom from Awaz, part 
in Twain, and fhare it between us ; placing over it 
a King of our own, the Son of TaBEAL, our very 


good Friend, in whom we have a joint Intereft, 


‘nd on whom we may both with Safety depend. 


f 4 B 2 Let 
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Let us make a Breach in it for us, i. e. fay others, 
Let us tear the Kingdom to Peices by enflaming 
the Difaffection there may be in the Minds of the 
People to their prefent King, and his Adminiftra- 
tion; by promoting Broils and civil Difcords among 
them, dividing and getting them into Parties. Let 
us work by the difcontented, factious and turbulent 
Spirits there are among. them ; fetting them one 
againft another, whereby they will weaken them- 
felves and ftrengthen ug 


Anp this Senfe of the Words, as it is agreeable 
to the Original, fo it well futes with their Defign 
to fet up a mew King. ‘This is feldom attempted, 
unlefS a Nation is fuppofed to have thofe within 
themfelves, who will help forward fuch a Change. 
And when this is the Cafe, a foreign Invafion is 
more likely to effect a Revolution in Government. 
This might be confidered by the allied Kings of 
Syrra and IsracL; and they might go againft 
Jupan in Expe@ation of making a Breach in it, 
j. e. of dividing the People, ftirring up in them a 
Spirit of Hatred, Animofity and Variance : And 
they might probably hope to gain a Party from a- 
mong them to join in their Attempt againft the 
Crown of Anaz, and to exalt the Son of TABEAL 


to the Throne. 


Tuts now was their Defign: It aim’d at nothing 
fhort of overturning the Conftitution, of dethroning 
the King of Jupan, and fetting his Crown on the d 
Head of a vagrant Pretender. And the Means ings 
order to accomplith this Defign, was an Invafior) ~ 
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of the Land ; diftreffing its Inhabitants, and divi- 


ding them into Parties. 


AnD as they had concerted fo plaufible aScheme, 
they little doubted of Succef$ in the Execution of 
it: But this the righteous fovereign God would not 
grant; which leads to the next Thing obfervable 
in the Text, vig. 


Il. Tue Refolution of Heaven to bring this De- 
fign to nought ; contained in thefe Words, T hus 
faith the Lord God, it fall not fiand, neither fhaill it 
come to pafs.. ‘Their Meafures fhall be broken, the 
Enterprife they have undertaken fhall be con- 
founded. 5%... y 


IT fhall not ftand. This is a Phrafe ftrongly 
expreflive of the divine Pleafure to defeat the In- 
tention of thefe confederate Kings againft Jupan. 
A Defign is faid to rand, according to the Genius 


of the Hebrew Language, when it takes Effect. 


~ 


t 


, felt. 


Hence that of the Pfalmif, Prov. 30. 11. The 
Counfel of the Lord flandeth forever. Tt forever 
takes Place. On the other Hand, A Defign is faid 
not to fland, when it fails of its Accomplifhment, 
proves fruftrate and vain. And this is the Thing 
here intended. Jt fhall not fiand. Tisas if it had 
been affirmed, it fhall not be carried into Execution; 
but, like the Counfel of the Heathen be brought to 
nought ; like the Devices of the People made of none 


Ir 


é 


t4 A SERNON occafion d 


Ir is added, neither hall it come to pafs. In the 
Original ’tis, neither fhall it be; which may have 
a further Emphafis in it. For a Thing purpofed 
may be produced, and yet not efablifbed ; it may be 
bro’t into Being, and for all that fall to the Ground 
and come to nothing. But this Refult of thezr’s fhal] 
never have Exiftence: It fhail not be. "Tis as if 
the Prophet had faid, Amaz hall not be dethron’d , 
Junan fhall not be enflaved. The Kings of SYRIA 
and Israry have defign’d this ; but it fhall no 
more be, than if they had not formed fuch aDefign: 
So far from it, that thefe Kings theméelves fhall be 
fubdued, the Riches of Damascus, the chief Seat 
of the King of Syria, fhall be taken away ; and 
Epuraim fhail be broken that it be not a People, 
as it follows in this and the next Chapter. 


AnD Anaz, to whom this Meflage was fent, 
had reafon to depend upon the Truth of its Con- 
tents. For it is introduced with a thus faith the 
Lord God. The Prophet did not fuggeft his own 
Withes ; he did not deliver his ownConjeétures up- 
on the probable Appearances of Things: But fpake 
as immediately fent from God, and faid nothing 
but what he was inftructed from Heaven to fay. 


Anp that Awaz might have no Reafon forDoubt 
upon this Head, the Prophet, in God’s Name, al- 
lows him to afk a Sign for the Confirmation of his 
Faith, Verfe 11. AR thee aSign of the Lord thy God; 
afk it either in the Depth, or in the Height above. g 
He is permitted to make his own Choice, to afk £ — 
fuch a Sign as he himfelf pleafed, either in Heaven | ~ 
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or Earth; as that the Sun might ftand ftill, or go 
back, or withdraw his Light fora while ; or that 
there might be a Convulfion in the Earth, or a Re- 
moval of it out of its Place,or the like extraordinary 
apd miraculous Performance. 


One would think this was eno’ to fatisfy Infide- 
lity itfelf; and yet, Anz was faithlefs and unbe- 
lieving. He refufed this gracious _condefcending 
Offer of God, faying, as in the 12th Verfe, Iwil 
not afk. He pretends indeed a piousReaton ; Ewill 
not tempt the frd : As ifit would bea tempting 
God to do that which he had him{elf permitted, yea, 
dire&ed him todo. But this was a meer Pretence. 
The zrueReafon, why he would not afk a Sign was, 
becaufe he was refolved to provide for his own 
Safety a fecurer Way, as he imagined. His De- 
pendance was upon the AssyRIANS for Help : He 
chofe rather to rely upon an Arm of Flefh, than 
upon the God of Jaco, in whom is everlafting 
Strength, = s Fa 


Upon which the Prophet fharply reproves, both 
hiu, and the Houfe of Davin, for their Contempt 
of the divine Offer he had made them : But withal 
lets them underftand, that God would notwithftand- 
ing give them a Sign. Verfe 13, 14, 15, 16. Hear 
ye now, O Houfe of Davin, Is it a fmall Thing for 
you to weary Men? But will ye weary my God alfo € 
Therefore the Lord himfelf fhal give you a Sign ; 
behold, A Virgin fhal] conceive, and bear a Son, and 

U call his Name Immanuel. Butter and Honey 

Ake eat, that he may know to refufe the Evil, and 

i chule 


. 
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chufe the Good. For before the Child fhall know to 

refufe the Evil and chufe the Good, the Land that 

thou abborreft fhail be forfaken of both her fangs i: 
n 


a eee 


+ A great deal has been wrote, efpecially in the Englifh Na- 
tion, upon this Paflage of Scripture, in order a afcertain 
its true Senfe. 

Some are of Opinion, that, by thefe Words, nothing more is 
intended, than that one who was now aVirgin fhould marry 
and bear a Son, before ‘whofe coming to Years of Difcreti- 
on, the Kings of Samaria and Damascus fhould be 
deftroyed. And they give this Reafon, why they put fuch 
an Interpretation on the Words, becaufe the Child here 
promifed to be born is given as a Sign to the Houfe of Da- 
vip, that they fhould be delivered from that Ruin with 
which they were now threaten’d ; which he could not be, 
if he was not to be then born, nor ’till above 500 Years 
afterwards: For a Sign in Scripture, fay they, and in com- 
mon Speech, fignifies fomething fenfible, fomething that is 
at prefent done in Confirmation of a divine Meflage. 

Others therefore to avoid this, and fome other Difficulties, 
fuppofe a double View in the Words ; that tho’ /iterally 
they are to be interpreted of a Virgin that was fpeedily to 
be married, and bear a Son ; yet that they have a fecondary 
and higher Meaning, looking forward to CHRIST, and 
pointing out his miraculous Birth of a pure Virgin. 

But, perhaps, upon ftri& Enquiry, it will be found, that 
thefe Words of the Prophet contain not only the Sign he 
had faid the Lord himfelf would give, but befides that, a 
prophetic Promife, bro’t in by Way of Parenthefis, looking 
forward to CHRIST, and defcribing the Manner of his 
Conception and Birth. 

The prophetic Promife defcriptive of the Mess1au’s Birth, 
is contained in the 14th and 15th Verfes, Behold, a Virgin’ 
Shall conceive, and bear a Son, and fhall call his Name Imma- 
nual. Butter and Honey fhall be eat, that he may know to re- 
Jefe the Evil, and chufe the Good. The Evangelift MAT- 
THEW, having given an Account of CHRIST as born o 

Virgi 
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And according to the Sion here given, fo it camé 
to ‘pafs ; for within a few Years,Pex An and REZIN, 






the 


od ae St Ne ee aE 


Virgin, adds upon it that obfervable Remark, Chap. T. 22, 
23. Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled whith was 
Spoken of the Lord by the Prophet, faying, Behold, a V. irgin 
Jhall be with Child, and fhall bring forth a Sons and they fali 


“call his Name Immanuel © Tis to me very plain, ‘the Evan- 


gelit: MATTHEW- tho’t this Paflage in Isata a Pro- 
phecy of CHRIST ; foretelling that he fhould be  canccived 
in the Womb of a Virgin, and born of one who knew no Man. 
And when he fays of Curis'r’s being born of a Virgin, 
that it was, that it might be fulfilled which was fpoken of the 
Lord, by the Prophet, it is’ evident, he fpeaks of this Event 
as an Accomplifhment of this Prophecy: ° I know, it has 
been pleaded by fome, that nothing more is intended by the 
Phrafe, this was done that it might be fulfilled which was [poken 
by the Prophet, than only an Analogy between the Birth of 
Curist, and the Birth of a Child in the Days of the Pro- 
phet IsAtan, an’ Event now anfwering to an'Event. in 


“former Times: But this by no Means comes up to thé pro- 


per Force’ of the Expreffions here ufed. In the Original the 


© Language s'as ftrong as'in'the’ Eviglifh Tranflation : And 


| ‘there are no Words, either in Greek or Englif>, wherein it 


could have been more peremptorily declared, that the Con- 
ceptionof CHRIST in the Womb of one that was a pure 


Virgin, wias the Thing prophefied of ‘by the Prophet Isaiam, 
cand that this Prophecy received its real intended Fulfillment 
© cin the Conception and Birth of Curis, as here related, 

The plain Truth is, this. Prophecy, ftriGtly and literally inter- 


preted, agrees'to none but CHRIST ; and it was perfealy 
anfwered in‘him. ` ’Tis evident from the current Strain of 


` othe. new 'Teflament writers, that he was’ born of a Virgin, 
'Kiterally fpeaking; ‘that he really was the Thing intended 
» by IMMANUEL, God with uis, God and Man in one Per- 


fon, God manifefted in the Flefh, and dwelling with Man- 
kind; and that he was nourifhed and bro’t up like’ other 
Children, tho’ he was not born like. them, but of a Virgin, 
Butter and Honey did he eat, i.e. he was fed, whenna Child, 

C with 


* 
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the two Kings of SYRIA and- IsRAEŁ,: were both 
flain ; one by Hosea, and the other by the King 
of 





with the common Aliment given:to Children, in thofeCoun- 
tries, which was Milk or Butter and Honey. And he was 
thus nourifhed, that he might know, or until he fhould 
know, sas the Words might be more intelligibly rendered, 
iey -pooreffe the Evil and chufe the Good... So that this Prophecy 
iis: ftri@ly and properly. applicable to. CurisT, and was 
fulfilled in him. | 
1 confefs indeed, I can’t fee how this Prophecy of the Birth 
of CHRIST could bea Sign to the Houfe of Davin, that 
they fhould not be cut off ; as it was not to be fulfilled ’till 
fo many Ages after its Delivery : But it’s eafy to fee, how 
it could be an Affurance to them: that they fhould not, and 
an Aflurance feafonably and properly given, as, at this 
Time, they were threaten’d with a total Excifion by two 
powerful Kings, who had entred into an Alliance for this 
Purpofe, 
` But, you will afk then, What was the Signhere given ? For 
the Prophet fays, the Lord himfelf would give thema Sign. 
Now, in ordet to point this out, unto you, t muf put you in 
Mind, that when the Prophet Isarat was bid to, go forth 
to meet AHAz, he was ordered by God to take with him 
his little Son SHEAR-JASHUB, as you may fec, Verfe 3. 
And accordingly he was. the Child that ishene given, as a 
Sign to AWAZ and whe Houfeof Davin, that they Mhould 
not be deftroyed, Says the Prophet, | Tbe Lord: him/elf 
jhall give you a Sign. And, the Sign is given, not in the 
Words immediately following, Behold a Virgin phall ton- 
ceive, Se. 3 [Thefe are rather Introductory to the Sign it 
felf, looking forward to the Birth of the .Messian of a 
Virgin] butin the roth Verfe,: in thefe, Words, odor be- 
fare the Child foall know to refufe the Evil and chufe thé Good, 
the Land that thou abborref? jhall be for faken of both ber Kings. 
' -As if the Prophet had faid, Before this Child of mine, 
-(pointing’ to him with his Finger) before this my Son 
SHR AR-JASHUB, whom God has fent with me, {hall 
" come: fora Capacity, of diftinguifhing between moral Good 
: ; an 


af 
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of Ass¥rta--But Imay not enlarge. ‘The De- 
figit E have‘in View obliges me to haften to the laft 
Thing obfervable in the Text, which is, 





‘and Evil, thefe’ Kings, of whom-you are (dreadfully a- 
©) frais fall be themfelves, deftroyed. 

lL own,. it would be more natural. to interpret the whole Paf- 
fage, as one continued Period, fpeaking of one and the fame 
Child, if we had not previous Notice that God, for fome 
fpecial Purpofe, had ordered the Prophet to.take with him 
his little Son, when he went to AHAZz è: And if we confi- 
der him as pointing to this his Son, when he delivered thefe 
Words, Before this Child Jhal) know to refufe the Good and 
chufe the Evil, the Land which thou abhorreft fhall be for faken 
of both her Kings, ’tis eafy and natural to underftand him, 
as fpeaking, in this Verfe, of a different Child from that 
he fpake of in the two foregoingOnes: To be fure, AH az 
and thofe prefent with him could be at no Lofs to under- 
ftand- Rim‘in fuch a Senfe.. And I fee not, while ' we in- 
terpret what is faid in the 14th and 15th Verfes, as a pro- 
phetic Promife, bro’t. in by way of Parenthefis ; and what is 
faid in the 16th Verfe, asthe Sign given. by God to the 
Houfe of Davin 5 I fay, I fee not, that the Interpretation 

-lis forced, ór that itdoes at all interrupt the’Period) \or per- 

„~ 4 plex its Senfe, j i i 

And I can’t but think this the true Conftruétion, becaufe it 
interprets the whole Paflage in a ftri&t and literal Senfe, and 
yet fo-as to free it ftom thofe Objeétions which have’ been 

aid/againtt it, as it has fometimes been explained. -For 
-u ateording|to this] Interpretation, here. is) an illuftrious Proa 
_.5 phecy.of CHRIS Tarapplicable to him, and to him only ; 
and'here is alfo a Sign diftin&t from: this Prophecy, ‘a true — 
~ add- proper Sign; adapted in its’ Nature to give prefent and 

’ faffieienyConfirmation:to the Faith) of the Hou/e of Da- 
vip, in the Prophet’s Meflage, that they, fhould not be 

__ deftroy’d by the Attempt that was now making againft 
1, them.--:If any fhould reje& this Interpretation for one that 
O “i more! natural, or Te liable: to’ Objection, Tam content. 
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IIL Tur. Regon of God's; Refolution;to bring 
this Defign formed againft JupaH to nought ; waz 
becaufe it was an evi/ Defign. This Rea/on is fag- 
gefted in thofe Words. Because they have taken 
evil Counfel againft thee, Jaying, Let us go up againft 
Jupan, &c. - The, Matter. of »which. their Refult 
confifted was evil, and:therefore:devoted by God to 
Shame and Difappointment., It was evil in refpect 
of the, Effects to be produced by it; and it was evil 
alfo in it’s moral Nature, as being an outragious In- 
tention’ of Injuftice and’ Wickedneds. 


Ir was an evil Defign in refpect of the Effects 
to be bro’t to pafs Thefe were as difmal as could 
be devifed by the Heart of Man. For not only 
might the ordinary Mifchiefs of War be expected, 
in Confequence of this..evi/ Coun/el, but civil Dif- 
cord, inteftine Broils, Hatred and Variance ; which 


. naturally and powerfully tend to divide a Kingdom 


againft it, felf, and bring it to Ruin, And what is 
fill :worfe, their Counfels aimed at making a Re- 
volution inthe Government ; at cutting off Anaz, 
and fetting a PRETENDER on his Throne,to the utter 
Extermination of the Houfe ofDaviD, What more 
fhocking could they have entetprized.?: What more 
fatal ini it’s Confequences'’to the Kingdom “of Ju- 
pau? Their King; the Succeffion in, ‘his royal Fa- 
mily.; their: ciyil and religious Interefts,; their A 
was now threatned by: the combined Forces of Sy- 
RIA and IsRAEL. t gall i tzsdqoi i add ni aiy 


? byork 





` Bur this was an evil Defign alfo in Refpect of 
it’s moral Nature. The Thing intended was vile ; 
ry 6 - ig 2 
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ai Contrivance i formed-under the Influence of un- 
governed Lufts and Paftions, without either Reafon 
or Juftice to: give Countenance toit. It does. not 
appear that Araz had done thefe Kings anyWrong ; 
without which ‘their taking up Arms againft him 
was highly injurious : Much more their Defign’to 
deprive him of his‘Crown, and place it on the Head 
of the Son of 'Taspat ; hereby fubverting the Con- 
ftitution of Jupan, and making that happy People 
Slaves to'a Tool, they had no other View: in:trying 
to advance to the Throne} than to-ferve their own 
bafe Putpofes, There is {carce a Name bad enough 
to convey a full Idea of the Outrage, Violence, and 
Injuftice of thisIntention.. It was abominable in the 
Sight of a holy and righteous God ; and he there- 
fore refolved to bring dt to nothing. grå 


© Nor that God always defeats the Counfels | that 
areevi/, He fometimes fufters them to take Effect, 
for the Punifhment;of hhisiown People, andto bring, 
about his own Purpofes, in-the/Changes he hasor= 
dained:'fhould'obe «made »in:the: Kingdoms of this 
World. But when that which ‘is evi% in it’s Nature 
as well as Confequences, is intended. againft a Nas 
tion, he often: interpofes for their Help ; and fome- 
times for this! very: Rea/on, becaufe the Defign fortis 
ediagainft them is:evil ;-hereby’ teftifying againft it 
as a Thing odious:in his Sight.. Thus it was here. 
Becaufe the Kings of Syria and IsrAEL took evil 
Counfelagainf Junat; therefore the Lord God faid, 
it fall not fand, neither shall it come to'pafss Vaiss 


» AnD 
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-v AnD he might the rather come into:this Deter- 
mination, becaufe the Counfel. taken: againf? Junan 
was, in aSenfe, aContrivance tooverfet an Eftablith- 
ment of his own forming. For ’tis obfervable, 
after Saux, who was once King of the Jewith Na- 
tion, had the Kingdomtaken from him for his Ini- 
quity, God gave it to Davin, and fettled it on him 
and om dis Sons in Succefiion. forever. So that this 
Counfel to fet the Son of Taseax on the Throne 
ef Jupan was virtually; an Attempt againft God, 
and: that Suceeffon he had eftablifhed to run in the 
Family of Davrp.---But I muft haften to the 


APPLICATION. 


Anp what I propofe is,. to accommodate what 
has been faid to the Appearances of Providence at 
this: Day. : I doubt not but, upon reading my Text, 
your Thoughts were turned:to our Mother King- 
domi; and: while difcourfing on the melancholly 
State of Jupan;Dbelieve you found within your 
felves‘a Readinef&: to transfer the moft of what was 
faid to the prefent Circumftances of the Britifh Na- 
tioni : There: is certainly an. Analogy between the 

wo: Cafes. ; Suffer me to dilate:a:little:in making it 
Rill: more obvious to; youl: And, for Method’s Sake; 
Ifall give: you what: Db: havestoi offer? under the 
three following: confentaneous' Heads. 
Sn Pewarns take Notice of the Defign formed) 
againft our\Kingand\ Nation 8 0 wd G 

Gas REPRESENT it as a moft ev// Defign. 
And, 


by ‘the prefent REBELLION. 23 


And, TOS ‘AUSTIN 
3. MENTION a few Things tending to encourage 
us to hope, that God will fay concerning it, 74 páll 
not fiand, neither fhall it come to pafs 03 9% 


Dr. As to the frf, the Dejign againtt our King 
‘and Nation, much need not be faid. You havé all 
been apprifed of the Infurrection in SCOTLAND, as 
well as of the Thing intended by it, an Attempt a= 
gainft the Throne of Grrat-Brirain, to difplace 
our King, fet afide the Succeffion in. his illuftrious 
Houle, and fubject the Nation to an abjured and 
popifb Prevenper. Nor are any of you ignorant, 
that this\Defign was formed and carried on under 
the Countenance and Protetion of two allied Po- 
tentates, the Kings of Francz and Spain, thofe 
natural and inveterate Enemies of ENGLAND. At 
firft, indeed, it look’d like a Contrivance of thofe 
Princesito keep our Fleets at home, and prevent our 
fending’ Forces abroad ; but it is now too ‘evident, 
that they have refolved to make an “Attempt againft 
the Perfon and Crown of our rightful and lawful 
Sovereign, and are getting in Readinefs a Body of 
régular Troops to be fent into ENGLAND upon this 
fatal Defigh. “Their Counfel againft Great-Bri- 
TAIN appears to be like that in my Text againít 
Juvan, Let us go up againft it, and fet a King in 
the midft of it, even the Son of TABEAL, our com- 
mon Friend and Tool, thro’ whom we may ac- 
‘complith all our Defire : Which Counfél of their’s, 


31 aM to point out to you, in the /econd Place, 
as moft Evil, both in its natural Tendency and mo- 
ral Afpect, Tis 
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"Tis naturally conneéted with the Ruin of the 
Nation, ‘and all'its dependant Provinces. Should 
God ‘permit this Defign of our Enemies to take 
place, what would become of our Englifh Liber ties, 
whereby we are diitinguifhed from every other Peo- 
ple under Heaven? Would a Creature of FRANCE 
and SPAIN maintain thefe inviolable? Would: he’ 
not rather rule'us with a Rod of Iron, after the Man- 
ner of thofe: corrupt and-arbitrary Courts ? And 
what would be ‘the Fate of thofe invaluable Privi- 
ledges which’ we enjoy as Prote/tants ? Would one 
that brings his Religion from Rome turn Enemy 
to the Porr, and encourage and promote the Caute 
that is oppofite to his and. fubyerfive of itt Can 
this reafonably be fuppofed ? Has it been the Way 
of popi/p Princes, bigotted to the Religion of Anti- 
cbhrift 2. Have ‘they not rather made ufe of their 
Power and Influence to-extirpate the true» Prote- 
fiant Religion? Had not the Nation full, Experi- 
ence of this; in» the Reign’ of Queen Mary, not- 
withftanding her Promifes to» the contrary * 


v 





„i Æ; & She declared tothe People of Sur FOLK), who’ were the 
-$¢ firft that ,raifed: Forces, for her, that fhe would make no 
Tee “Alteration in Religion ; yet fhe had no fooner got Pof- 
i eê felfion of the Throne, than fhe refolved to eftablifh Po- 
+. sc ferj: And fome Gentlemen’ from SUFFOLK” fent' to 
vic$ put her Majefty in mind,of her Promife were fentenced 
es to ftand in the Pillory. Such was the Beginning of-a 
€ ‘popifh Queen’s Reign ! „A direct and open Breach of her _ 

66 rdyal Word, and’ the’ Ties of Gratitude.” Gentleman's 
Magazine for Oftober, 1745. This fame Faét, I find, ` is 

«, , Fefer’d to by Rarin, ia his Hiflory of ENGLAND, Vok 2. 


Bet P: 30.. IIR in à 
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What Ground did the Interet of Rome and Hel 
gain in her Day + ? How were the Profeflors of 
the pure Religion of Jefus perfecuted, and many 
of them called to endure the fery Trial || ? And 
have we notRea{on to believe,if that unhappyReign 
had lafted a little longer, that Popery would have 
been effectually eftablifhed in the Kingdom? And 





+ ‘ In the firft Year of this Queen’s Reign, all the ( pepifh ) 
«< Bifhops who had been deprived in the Time of King 
‘© Epwarp the VIth, were reftored to their Bifbopricks, 
“ andthe new removed. Alfo, all beneficed Men that 
** were married, or would not forfake their Opinions, were 

put out of their Livings, and others of a contrary Opini- 

on putin their Room. Alfo this Year, the Service be- 
gan to be fung in Latin in Paux’s Church. Alfo this 

Year, the Pope’s Authority was by A& of Parliament re- 

ftored in ENGLAND, and the Mafs commanded in all 

Churches to be ufed. In her fecond Year, the Realm 

was abfolved and reconciled to the Church of Rome by 

Cardinal Poon ; and Firft- Fruits and Tenths were re- 

ftored to the Clergy. In her fourth Year, Monaftries 

s< were begun to bere-edified. Bak ER’s Chron. of the Kings 
of ENGLAND. 

« Men and Women were enfnared at their own Tables, 

«< betrayed in their own Houfes, dragged away to Pri- 

s< fons and Cole-holes, there by Change of Tortures 

‘© provoked to abjure their Religion ; and if they had the 

U  -€¢-Confcience and Courage to refufe, they were brought 

' <e forth, in the moft approbious Manner, to the moft cruel 

<e Death, had to a Stake, and burt to Afhes like an ac- 

<e curfed Thing.” “Dr. "Kennetr’s Thank/giving Ser- 
mon, preach'd June 7. 1716. 

« Of the Number of thofe that died for Religion in her 

` «© Time, there are recorded five Bifhops, one and twenty 

-u e Divines; and of all Sorts) of Men and Women, two 

_ © & hundred threefcore and fevénteen.” BaKker’s Cronicle 

` of the Kings of ENGLAND, p. 325. ! j 
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‘what Progrefs did King James, the fuppofed Fa- 
ther of the prefent PRETENDER, make towards 
bringing upon us this Yoke of Bondage, together 
with all the Miferies of an arbitrary and tyrannical 
Government $? He took fuch large Steps, under 


the 





t The mof perfe& Account in a little Room, I have met 
with, of the popish arbitrary Meafures of King James H. I 
fhall bere give you, in the Words of Dr, Kenner, in his 
Thank/giving Sermon for the Suppreffion of the REBELLION 

` inthe Times of King Grorce the Firft.. « This popifh 
“< King, fays he, ina fhort Time, was to have a new Pre- 
«c rogative, and a Rule of Government unknown to our 

Anceftors, His Royal Will and Pleafure. "To evacuate 

all the Laws, he fet up a difpenfing Power, and to 

maintain that Power he fet up a ftanding Army, with- 
out and againft Confent of the Parliament.. He regu- 
lated that Army, by bringing in popi/h Officers, and 
whole Jrifh Troops. He placed pypifh Judges upon the 

Bench. He fet a Fe/uit near the Head of the Privy 

Council. He went on to purge the Corporations, by 

turning. out the Men of Abillity and Integrity, and 

thrufting in new and mean Creatures, for the Tools of 

Tyranny and Oppreffion: And to remove all ‘Obftruc- 

tions, a Quo Warranto was iflued to compel the Surren- 

<¢ dry of the ancient Charter, or to declare it null and 

«< void, and bring the Eleétion of Magiftrates to the No- 

€s mination of the Crown, asin the CapitalCity. If any 

«s Subjects offered to oppofe the violent Tide, they were 

<¢ ftopped by. vexatious Suits, and loaded with exorbitant 
s¢ Fines. A:Toleration was indeed granted without Law, 
«c and againft it, only to divide and break the Proteftant 
s Intereft, and to open the Gates towards FRANCE and 
« Rome. TheChurch of Encianp had the leaftFree- 
oe s dom: If her Clergy preached again{t Popery, they were 
|. «6 filenced, or worfe treated if.a Bi/hap would not obey 
éc an arbitrary Order, he was profecuted..and fufpended 5 

< if an Archbifbop and his Brethren did but humbly petition 
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the Influence of popij and defpotic Principles, that, 
in a few Years, he went a.great way. ‘The Free- 
dom of Parliaments was denied; the Rights both 
civil and religious, not only of private Perfons, but 
Communities invaded, and with a high Hand taken 
away ; the Laws, which, under God, are the Peo- 
ple’s Security, difpenfed with, and the Will and 
Pleafure of the Prince fet up in the Room of Law, 
anda tyrannical arbitrary Power declared for by 
the Judges, who fhould have been Guardians, - as 
well as Interpreters of the Law. Profefied Papi/ls, 
not only bare-faced and with Impunity, but with 
the greateft Share of the royal Favour, came over 
in Shoals from foreign Parts, like Swarms of Lo- 
cufts, and infefted the Land, ingrafled the Prince’s 





«c againft fuch extraordinary Proceedings, they were im- 
«c prifon’d in the Tower, and brought forth to be tried as 
<¢ Criminals. Popifh Schools were fet up, Mafs- Houfes 
“© were open’d in every Town, Prie/fs and Fe/uits triumph- 
«e ed in their Habits along the Streets ; nay they got. the 
«c Poffeffion of the Univer/ities and of the Places of Go- 
« yernment in them. A whole College was in Effect dif- 
c folved by depriving ard ejecting the Prefident, Fellows, 
<< and Scholars, and affigning it over to be a popifh Seminar 
«ry, Anecclefiaftical Commiffion was fet up to vex and 
«c deftroy the Church. A Nuncio was brought from 
« Rome ; a noble Ambaflador was fent’ thither ; popi/h 
«c Bifhops were circuiting the Kingdom ; In a Word, we 

~~ «© were as near Deftruétion as ever Fire brand was when 
‘© fnatch’d out of the Fire”? "This fame Author adds, << It 
<< ought, by every Prote/fant, to be had in everlafting Re- 
« membrance, that fuch was the laft popifo Reign : And of 
«c the like, or worfe Kind, muft be any other popi/b Reign ; 
«© if God, for our Iniquities, and Follies, fhould ever vifit 
«c us with fuch another Judgment.” 
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Ear, fill’d his Prefence, and, tho’ utterly unqualify’d, 
obtain’d great Offices of Truft and Profit in the 
Nation. Popifh Priefts and Jefuits were openly 
countenanced and encouraged, and Seminaries e- 
rected for poifoning the Principles of our Youth ; 
while fome of great Worth and Dignity, for hum- 
bly reprefenting to the King,according to their Duty, 
the dangerous and unhappy Tendency of fuch 
Meafures, were imprifon’d, and with much Ran- 
cour profecuted. 


Nor were the ill Effects of this King’s Reign 
confin’d to Great-BriTain. Our Fathers here 
in New-EnGLAND groaned under the oppreffive 
Burden of his popi/h and tyrannical Power. Some 
now alive do well remember the Diftrefs and Fear 
which fill’d the Hearts of all, who, in that Day, 
withed well to our Zion. The then Governour of 
the MassacuusETTs, Sir EDMUND ANDRoss, UN- 
happily copied after the Meafures of his Royal 
Matter, and by his infupportable Tyranny occafion’d 
a RevotuTion here * ; not altogether unlike shat 
which was effected, fome Months before, in Enc- 
LAND, by the glorious King WILLIAM, under 
God, the greatDeliverer of the Nation from PoPERY 


and SLAVERY. 
LS 


* An Account of the Revolution in NEw-ENGLAND, with 
the Caufes of it, may be feen, ina Book entitled, The Re- 
volution of NE w-ENGLAND juttified ; wherein is contained 

an Account of the Grievances of that Day. See alfo Dr. 
MaTHER’s Magnalia Americana. 


AND 
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Anp fhould the pretended- Son of this King 
James fucceed in his Attempt, under the Counte- 
nance of France and SPAIN, to afcend the Briti/b 
Throne, what might be expected but that he fhould 
be a Plague to the Nation and its Dependencies, as 
was his Father before him ? Yea, whereas his Fa- 
ther did /ade them with a heavy Yoke, he would, no 
doubt, add to their Yoke: His little Finger would 
be thicker than his Father’s Loins. His Father 
chaftifed them with W hips, but be would chaftife them 


with Scorpions. 


’Tis true, he has made a great many fine Pro- 
mifes, in his Declaration from Rome, difperfed a- 
mong the People: And fo did his pretended Father 
before him, and with as much Formality and So- 
lemnity +; and yet, he {hamefully broke them all : 

And 


= Ene’ 


+ Upon coming to the Throne, he appeared in Perfon, and 
made the following Declaration to his Privy-Council 3 
ce Since it has pleafed almighty-God to place me inthis 
c Station, and I am now to fucceed fo good and gracious 
«c a King, as well as fo very kind a Brother, I think it fit 
** to declare to you, that I will endeavour to follow his Ex- 
«c ample, and more e(pecially in that of his great Clemency 
«c and Tendernefs to his People. ‘I have been reported to 
« be a Man for arbitrary Power ; but that is not the only 
« Story that has been made of me: And I. fhall „make it 
«© my Endeavour to preferve this Government, both in Church 
«c and State, as it is now by Law eftablifhed. And as I fhall 
ce never depart from the juft Rights and Prerogatives of the 
«© Crown, fo [ball never invade any Man’ s Property. [have 
s¢ often heretofore ventured my Life in Defence of this 
« Nation ; and I {hall ftill go as far as any Man in pre- 
«s ferving itin all it’s jufl Rights and Liberties.” ae 
j n 
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And we have all the Reafon in the World to be- 
lieve the Son would do the fame. For it is to be 
remembred, he is devoted to a Religion, which not 
only fets him free from the Obligation of Promifes 
and Oaths made to Hereticks, as we all are in his 
Opinion ; but obliges him, even uponPain of Dam- 
nation, to aét counter to them all, whenever he has 
got Power into his Hands, and is under Advantages 
to extirpate the Proteffant Religion, and eftablifh 
that of Rome. i 


Anp can the Settlement of fuch a Prince on the 
Britifh Throne be for the Good of the Nation? It 
directly and furely tends, in the natural Courfe of 
Things, to its utter Ruin; the Subverfion of the 
Conftitution, the depriving the People of their juft 
Rights and Liberties, as Engli/hmen and Proteftants, 
and the putting them under a Government which 
knows no Rule but that of meer Will and Pleafure ; 


which is, in one Word, the faite Thing with ma~ 


king them certainly and compleatly miferable. 


_ ee A A ET 


And in his firft Speech to the Parliament, he has thefe Words, 

_/ ee What Lfaid to my, Privy-Council, at my firft coming to 
<e the Throne, Lam defirous to renew to you.” He then 
repeats the above Declaration, and adds, ‘* Having gi- 
«< ven this Affurance concerning the Care I will have of your 
t< Religion and Property, which I have chofe to do in the 
<c fame Words which I ufed at my firft coming to the 
«s Crown, the better to evidence to you, that I fpoke them 
«s not by Chance, and confeqnently that you may firmly rely 
ss upna Promife fo folemnly made ; 1 cannot doubt, &e.” 
Compleat Hift, of ENGLAND, Vol. IIL. p. 4271 431. 


BuT 
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Bur this Defign is evi? in a moral and religious 
Senfe, as well as in regard of its natural Tendency. 
"Tis a vile Contrivance, impious and unrighteous to 
a high Degree of Guilt ; as the Perfon, the Defign 
is levell’d againft, is not of a low and private Cha- 
rater, but the Head of a Kingdom, its rightful and 
lawful Sovereign, with whofe Ruin the Ruin of a 
whole Nation is infeperably connected. And what 
aggravates the Wickednefs is, that he isa King who 
has fo facredly adhered to his Treaties, that not a 
fingle Inftance can be pointed out, wherein he has 
violated them to the Injury of either of thofePowers 
who are combined againft him: Nor has he ever 
made an Attempt upon the Liberty, or Property, 
or Religion of any one Perfon, within his ownKing- 
dom ; but has fo managed in the Adminiftration, as 
to be able to appeal to his Parliament, and fay, as 
in his late Speech to them, “ I have, throughout 
« the whole of my Reign, made the Laws of the 
“ Land the Rule of my Government, and the Pre- 
« fervation of the Conftitution of Church and State, 
© and the Rights of my People, the main End and 
« Aim of all my Aétions ”. And fhall a Defign 
be formed, and carried into Execution, againft the 
Perfon and Crown of fuch a King? ’Tis vile in 
Regard of thofe Powers from abroad, and bafe and 
unnatural in Regard of thofe Male-contents within 
the Nation, who have given Encouragement and 
Aid to it. And the moré fo, if we take into Con- 
fideration the indifputed Title he has to the Throne 
of GreaT-BriTAin, in Oppofition to all others, 
and to the PRETENDER in particular. = 


a 
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I wont indeed fay, that his Right to the Crowz 
is derived to him from God.in the fame Senfe in 
which Amaz inherited the Throne ‘of his Fathers. 
For the Kingdom was given to Davin, and fettled 
on his Sons forever, by immediate Direction from 
the God of Heaven: But yet, I fcruple not to fay, 
that he as really received the Kingdom from God, 
and ina Manner truly wonderful, and in which the 
Pleafure of God was indubitably made known. 


Ir was owing to the tyrannical, oppreffive Mea- 
fures of King James the Second, that he became 
generally odious to the Nation ; infomuch, that 
when King Wixiiam, of glorious Memory, 
the Deliverer God raifed up for us, came over into 
EncLanp ”, all Oppofition fell before him, his 
and our Enemies were infatuated, fo that their 
mighty Men found not their Hands, nor their wife 
Men their Counfels ; and all the Proteftants, how- 
ever at other Times divided, united then, and their 
Hearts were turned to their Deliverer as one Man. 
Lords, Commons, Arch-bifbops, Bifhops, the whole 
Clergy of all Denominations, and the whole Body of 
the People, except thofe who were popi/bly inclin’d, 
ran with one Confent, and met the welcome Blef- 
fing with Extafies of Joy. 


Anp when upon this public and general Mani- 
feftation of the Kingdom’s Sentiments and Affec- 
tions, the confcious King abdicated the Govern- 
ment, commiflioning no,Perfon nor Perfons for the 
Adminiftration in his Abfence ; the Lords and 
Commons in Parliament affembled, humbly befought 

their 
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their greatDeliverer, in that their greatNeceftity, to 
take theAdminiftration into hisHands. And as there 
was no other Remedy to fave the Nation from utter 
Ruin andConfufion, he was pleafed to comply with 
their Defire. And the Crown was foon after fettled 
on Him and his Prince/s, under the Stile of King 
WILLIAM and Queen Mary. + 





+ The Addrefs of the Lords and Commons was in thefe Words, 
: «< We the Lords fpiritual and temporal, and Commons affem- 
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bled at WESTMINSTER, being fenfible of the great 
Deliverance of this Kingdom from Popery and arbitrary 
Power, and that our Prefervation is next under God 
owing to your Highnefs, do return our moft humble 
Thanks and Acknowledgment to your Highne/s, as the 
glorious Inftrument of fo great a Bleffing. We do fur- 
ther acknowledge the great Care your Highe/s has been 
pleafed to take, in the Adminiftration of the public Af- 
fairs of the Kingdom to this Time, and we do moft hum- 
bly defire your Highne/s, that you will take upon you 
the Adminiftration of publick Affairs, both civil and mi- 
litary, and the Difpofal of the publick Revenue for the 
Prefervation of our Religion, Rights, Laws, Liberties, 
and Properties, and the Peace of the Nation : ------ All 
which we make our Requeft to your Highnefs to under- 
take, and execute, ’till further Application fhall be made 
by us, which fhall be expedited with all convenient 
Speed.” Compleat Hiftory of ENGLAND, Vol. Il. 
507, 508. 


He gave his An{wer to the Addre/s of both Houfes in the fol- 
lowing Words ; « My Lords and Gentlemen, I am glad 
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that what I have done has pleafed you ; and fince you 
defire me to continue the Adminiftration of Affairs, 1 am 
willing to accept it.” Hiflory Ibid. Pag. Ibid. 


A few Days after, a Declaration of the Lords /piritual and tem- 
poral, and Commons affembled at WESTMINSTER, Was read, 
with an audible Voice, in the Prefence of the Prince and 
Princes of ORANGE, in which are thefe Words ; <*---And 
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Bur he was too generous to confine his Views 
to the Grandeur and Security of his own Perfon 


and 


aeree e 


A aA 
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whereas the late King James Ild, having abdicated the 
Government, and the Throne being thereby vacant ;---- 
Having therefore an entire Confidence, that his High- 
nefs, the Prince of ORANGE, will perfe& the Delive- 
rance fo far advanced by him, &c. ; the faid Lords fpi- 
ritual and temporal affembled at WESTMINSTER, do 
Refolve, That Wittram and Mary, Prince and 
Princefs of ORANGE be, and be declared King and 
Queen of Encianp, France, and IRELAND, and 
the Dominions thereunto belonging, to hold the Crown 
and royal Dignity of the faid Kingdoms and Dominions, 
tothem the faid Prince and Princefs, during their Lives, 
and the Life of the Survivor of them ; and that the fole 
and full Exercife of their regal Power be only in, and ex- 
ecuted by the faid Prince of ORANGE, in the Names of 
the faid Prince and Princefs, during their joint Lives, and 
after their Deceafe, the faid Crown and royal Dignity 
of the faid Kingdoms and Dominions to be to the Heirs 
of the Body of the faid Princefs, and for Default of fuch 
Iffue, to the Princes ANN of DENMARK, and the 
Heirs of her Body, and for Default of fuch Iffue to the 
Heirs of the Body of the faid Prince of ORANGE : And 
the faid Lords /piritual and temporal, and Commons do pray 


ec the faid Prince of ORANGE to accept the fame accor- 


ce 


dingly. 


After the Reading of this Declaration, the Marquis of HA L- 
LIFAX, Speaker of the Houfe of Lords, made a folemn 
Tender of the Crown to their Highneffes, in the Name of 
both Houfes ; whereupon the Prince of ORANGE return- 
ed the following Anfwer : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, This is certainly the greateftProof 


ce 
ce 
ce 
iT 
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of the Truft you have in us that can be given, which is 
the Thing that makes us value it the more,and we thank- 
fully accept what you have offered: And as I had no 
other Intention in coming hither, than to preferve your 
Religion, Laws, and Liberties ; fo you may be fure, 

‘© that 
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and Reign only ; but extended them to Pofterity, 
making it his Endeavour to lay a good- Foundation 
for the happy Settlement of the Nation for future 
and diftant Times, 


Upon the Death of his ever-memorable Queen 
and the Duke of Ghuceffer, he wifely forefaw that 
upon the Demife of his S/fer, who was to fucceed 
to him, there would be fopi/h Pretenders to the 
Crown, who would ftrive to impofe themfelves on 
the Nation. And therefore to extinguifh their 
Hopes, and to fecure our Religion, Rights and Li- 
berties, as far as humane Wifdom could contrive, 
he did all he could to promote an A&t of Parlia- 
ment, fettling the Succeffion of the Crown on her 
Electoral Highnefs the Princefs Sopu1a, Dutchefs of 
Hanover, [Grand-Daughter of King James the 
Firft, and Grand-Mother to his prefent MajeftyKing 
GeorceE the Second] the only remaining Prote- 
ftant Branch of the old Royal Family, and the only 
fupport and Hope, under God, of our happy Con- 
ftitution, and the invaluable Advantages accruing to 





cc that I fhall endeavour to fupport them, and {hall be wil- 
«c Jing to concur in any thing that fhall be for the Good of 
« the Kingdom, and to do all that is in my Power to ad- 
< vance the Welfare and Glory of the Nation.” 

All this was followed with the Acclamations of the People, 
which quickly flew over the whole City. The fame Day 
the Prince and Princefs were proclaimed King and Queen of 
ENGLAND, France, and IRELAND, by the Names of 
WitiiaM and Mary, to the inexpreffible Joy of the 
People. Rapin’s Hiftory of ENGLAND, Vol. IL p, 795. 
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us from it, both as Englifhmen and Protefants * ; 
which Settlement, then eftablifhed by the whole 
Legiflature 





* March 3. 170r. The Commons refolved, «¢ That for the 

<* preferving the Peace and Happinefs of the Kingdom, and 

‘© the Security of the Proteftant Religion by Law eftablith- 

“< ed, it is abfolutely neceflary, a further Declaration be 
made of the Limitation and Succeffion of the Crown in 
the Proteftant Line, after his Majefiy and the Princefs, 
«< and the Heirs of their Bodies re{peétively.”’---- And nine 
Days after, the following Refolution, for a Claufe in the A& 
of Succeffion, was reported in thefe Words, « That the 
«< Prince Sopusa, Dutchefs Dowager of Hanover, 
‘© be declared the next in Succeftion to the Crown of ENG- 
s LAND, in the Proteftant Line, after his Majefiy and the 
‘© Princefs, and the Heirs of their Bodies refpectively ; and 
<e that the further Limitation of the Crown Be to the faid 
<* Princefs Sopura, andthe Hairs of ber Body, being Pro- 
‘© TESTANTS.’’ Andon the 24th of the following June, 
His Majefty King Witt1am being in the Houfe of Peers, 
and the Commons fent for, their Speaker Mr. HARLEY, 
f began his Speech with thefe Words, «* Sir, It is with 
f “© great Joy and Satisfaction that I attend your Majefty at 
i « this Time, fince your Commons have comply’d with alk 
< your Majefty was pleafed to defire at their Mceting. 
| <* They have paffed the Bill of Succe/fion, which hath fet- 
«© tet the Crown in the Proteftant Line, and continued the 
< Liberty of ENGLAND, which your Majefty hath reftored 
< and preferved.’’---- And agreable to this, 44 of Succeffion, 
fettling the Crown on the Princefé Sorpura, and the Heirs 
of ber Body, being Proteftants, Queen ANNE, a few Days 
after her Coronation, was pleafed to caufe an Order to be 
made in Council, < That the Princefs Sopra, Eleétorefs 
‘© Dowager of Hanover, fhould be prayed for in all 
| «e Churches, as one of the Royal Family” ; which filled the 
Hearts of all good BRrrTans with Joy: And both Lords 
and Commons voted her Thanks <4 for her great Zeal for 
the Succeffion of theCrown in the Prote/tant Line, exprefled 
in that Order”, And aecordingly, the Princefs SopHra 
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Legiflature has fince been confirmed by many A&s 
of Parliament, and from Time to Time. fworn. to 
by almoft all of all Orders and Degrees of Men in 
the Nation. / 


Tus now is the Way in which the Crown was 
derived to his prefent Majesty ; and his. Right 
thus conveyed is unqueftionably clear and ftrong, 
and renders that Counfel evil and finful, whether 
from Enemies abroad, or Male-contents at. home, 
which would remove him from the- BRITISH 
Fhrone ; and the rather, becaufe the Perfon intend- 
ed to be made Sovereign, is, in Principle, a.known 
avowed Enemy to that Conftitution, and thofe Li- 
berties both civil and religious, which our prefent 
King has all along defended and protected : Be- - 
fides which, he is ftrongly and juftly fufpecied of 
not being the Ægal Son of that Prince from whom 
he is faid to defeend. I know the PRETENDER 
calls himfelf the true Son of King James the Se- 
cond ; and I know alfo, that a Son was produced 
while that King fat on the Brrrrsm Throne ; 
« But (as one obferves) there was fuch bungling 
Work in that Piece of Management, that, however 
fome have got their Sight cleared now, it was the 
univerfal Senfe of the Nation then, that there were 





was prayed for the firft Time, on Sunday, May 3. 1702, 
in the Chapel Royal at St. James’s ; and this agreable Or- 
der and Example were followed in all Churches and, Cha- 
pels throughout the Kingdom. Oxpmaixon’s Hiftory of 
EncLanp, Vol. II. p. 220, 237, 280. 
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the ftrongeft and moft juft Prefumptions of his 


Illegitimacy. ” * “ 


AND 





* In the Declaration which the Prince of Orange publifh- 


ed, vindicating his Defign to come over into ENGLAND, 
one Thing particularly mentioned is, ‘¢ That there were 
«< great and violent Prefumptions, inducing his Highne/s 
«c to believe, that evil Councillors, in order to the gaining 
«c more Time for the effeéting of their ill Defigns, had pub- 
ce lithed, That the Queen had bro’t forth a Son ; tho’ there 
<c had appeared, both during the Queen’s pretended Big- 
«< nefs, and inthe Manner wherein the Birth was managed, 
«c fo many juft and vifible Grounds of Sufpicion, that not 
< only He him/elf, but all the good Subjects of this Kingdom, 
© did vehemently fufpect, that the pretended Prince of 
« Waxes was not born of the Queen. And tho’ many 
‘© both doubted of the Queen’s Bignefs, and of the Birth of 
«c the Child ; yet there was not any one Thing done to fa- 
«c tisfy them, or put an End to their Doubts.’ Compleat 
< Hiffory of Encuanp, Vol. Il. p. 493. 


a « 


Rapin fays & Itis univerfally known, that the Birth of this 


«c Prince has been very much fufpeéted, and that many 
<e then did,and ftill do, believe itSuppofitions. Multitudes 
«c of Papers have been publifhed for and again/t ; fome 
«c containing the Grounds of the Sufpicions, and others 
« Arguments to remove them.” 


The Arguments confirming the Opinion, that the Queen was 


bt 


not with Child, when fhe pretended to be fo ; and that at 
the Time of her pretended Delivery, only a fuppofed Son 
was born of her, I fhall fum up under the following Parti- 
culars, as I have extra&ted them from Rapin, Bifhop Bur- 
NET, and others. 


. That the King for certain Reafons, was become incapable 


of Children. 2. That the Queen had been feven Years 
without being with Child, and for fix Years in fuch an ill 
State of Health, that thofe about her were aflured fhe would 
have no more Children. °3. That all Things about her 
perfon, in the Time of her fuppofed pregnancy, were ob- 


ferved to be managed with a myfterious Secrefy, into which 
none 


Defcent, and a Papif in Principle, as well asToo/ of 
- FRANCE* 
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AnD {hall a Perfon under Sufpicion as to his 


°« ———— 


none were admitted but a few Papi/ts. 4. That the prin- 


cefs ANNE, not being well, was urged by the King with an - 


unufual Vehemence, and at his Defire perfwaded by others, 
to go to the Ba TH ; a Contrivance as was thought to have 
her out of the Way at the Queen’s fuppofed Delivery : For 
upon her going thither, the Queen’s Reckoning was altered ; 
and upon News at Court, that Princefs ANNE would re- 
turn from the Bath fooner than was expected, ( the Waters 
either really or pretendedly not agreeing with her ) the very 
next Day the Queen gave out that fhe would go to St. 
JameEs’s, and løk for the good Hour; tho’ WINDSOR 
was the Place where Preparations had been made for her 
lying in, and it was told her it was impoffible, on fo fhort 
Warning, Things could be got ready at St. James’s. But 
fhe was fo pofitive, that fhe faid fhe would he there that Night 
tho’ fhe foould lye on the Boards ; and accordingly, thither fhe 
went that Night: And it was given out , by all her Train, 
that fhe was going to be delivered. Some faid, it would be 
the next Morning ; and the Priefls faid very confidently, it 
would be a Boy. And accordingly next Morning was the 
Time of the fuppofed Birth of the Prince of Waves. 
5. That her Delivery was on a Sunday Morning, when. all 
the Protefant Court Ladies were at Church. 6. That nei- 
ther the Princefs ANNE of DENMARK, the Arch-bifbop of 
Canterbury, nor the Dutch Ambaffador, were prefent at her 
Labour ; tho’ they were the three Perfons who ought prin- 
cipally to have been there. 7. That during her Labour the 
Curtains of the Bed were drawn clofe, and none came with- 
in them but the Midwife and an Under-Dreffer: And a 
Warming: Pan was brought into the Room not opened, under 
Pretence of warming one Side of the Bed, tho’ the Wea- 
ther was extream hot, and the Room heated by a vaft 
Crowd of People. 8. That fhe never fatisfyed the Princefs 
Anne and other Prote/fant Ladies, either of her being with 
Child, or of her having been delivered of aChild, in any of 
thofe Ways which might have carriedConviétion with them, 

g. That 
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France and Spain, be advanced to the BRITISH 
Throne ? God forbid! The Defign is abominable. 
"It is fo in the Sight of every true Friend to the In- 
ereft of ENGLAND ; and, I doubt not, itis fo in the 
Sight of a holy and righteous" God: Which leads me, 





3. In the fhird and laft Place, to mention a few 
| Things tending to encourage us to hope, that God 
| will fay concerning this Defign, it /hall not land, 
| neither fhall it come to pafs. 


I have no Commiffion to declare this to be the In- 
tention of God. And indeed, while we confider 
the moral State of the Nation, we have Reafon for 
Concern and Fear. Perhaps, it was never ina 
more corrupt and degenerate State, than at thisDay. 
Were the Truths of God ever more generally dif- 
own’d ?. Were the Revelations of God ever more 
generally difbelieved ? Were the Commandments 
ofGod ever more generally and fhamefully violated? 





g. That tho’ the King, Queen and Courtiers fufficiently 
knew, before the Delivery, that the Nation fufpected an 
Inpofture,they did not ufe thofePrecautions as they might,and 
ought to have done, in fuch a Cafe ; and inftead of putting 
it beyond all poffible Doubt, they left fo many Marks of 
Sufpicion, as caufed infinite Doubts and Difputes, infomuch 

that fome Roman Catholicks themfelves owned, that fo impor- 
tant an Affair had been managed with great Supinenefs and i 
Imprudence. Laftly, That upon the Prince of ORANGE’s 
landing inENGLAND,not only the Queen andChild went over 
to Fr ANCE ,but theAZidwife & all afifting at theBirth were 
fent with them, or fo difpofed of, that it could never be 
learned what became of them afterwards. , 

If any fhould defire a more full and critical Account of this 
Affair, they may meet with it in Bifhop Burnet’s Hiftory 
of his own Times, 

The 


by the prefent REBELLION. 4I 


The Land of our Fore-fathers may juftly be lamen- 
ted over in the Language of the Prophet Isaran, 
Ab finful Nation ! A People laden with Iniquity, a 
Seed of evil Doers ! They have forfaken the Lord, 
they have provoked the holy One of ISRAEL to Anger. 


Bur when we turn our View to the Intereft of 
the REDEEMER, which will fuffer by fetting a po- 
pi/h Prince on the Briti/hb-Throne, we have ftrong 
Reafon for Hope. — WillGod fuffer the Man of Six, 
that Son of Perdition, who hath exalted himfeif into 
the Seat of Curis, to be again acknowledged and 
adored, bya Nation who have declared their Ab- 
horrence of worfhipping him, inftead of the Son of 
God? Will God fuffer the Fopperies and Superfti- 
tions and abominable Idolatries of the Church of 
Rog, to take place among a People who have 
undergone fo much in protefting againft them ? 
Will God fuffer the chief Bulwark of the Proteftant 
Caufe in Europe to be broken down and deftroy’d ? 
There would be no Unrighteoufnef$ in him fhould 
he, in this Way, punifh us for our Iniquities. But 
yet, we have great Encouragement to rely on his 
Power for our Protection and Deliverance, as the 
Defign of our Enemies is really a Defign againtt 
Curist, as well as us; a Defign againft the pure 
uncorrupt Religion of the Gofpel, as well as againft 
our civil Conftitution. 


Ann it fhould animate our Faith and Hope to 
confider, how often, and in what remarkable Ways, 
God has appeared for our Help, when our popifh 
Enemies have laid their Plots as deep as Hell to ruin 
us ; particularInftances whereof might be mention’d, 
would the Time allow. à 

AND 
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AnD it looks like a Token for Good, that fach 
a Spirit appears in the Nation, among all Sorts of 
Men, to oppofe this accurfed Defign, at the Peril 
both of their Eftates and Lives. At firft, it may be, 
it was treated with too much Negleé& and Con- 
tempt; but fince the Defeat of General Copr, and 
the Entrance of the Rebels- into the Metropolis of 
ScoTLAND, the Attention of the Nation has been 
roufed ; and they are voluntarily muftering, from all 
Quarters, for the Defence of their King and Coun- 
try. And it may be hoped, God intends, in this 
Way, to put an End to the prefent Difturbances, 
and refettle the Kingdom in Peace and Quiet. 


THERE are none among his Majefty’s Subjects 
more heartily defirous of this, than We in thefe 
diftant: Provinces. E don’t believe there: could be 
found in them all fo much as one New-ENcGLAND 
Man, but his Indignation is enkindled at the At- ` 
tempt to fet a popi/h PRETENDER on the Throne of 
GreaT-BriTain, in the Room of his Majetty 
King Grorce the Second. And could the Peo- 
ple, inhabiting the feveral Provinces, be gathered 
together in one general Afiembly, I doubt not, they 
would join Heart and Voice in the Cry of Ama- 
sal, Thine are we, Davin, and on thy Side, thou 
Son of Jesse > Peace, Peace, be to thee, and Peace - 
be to thine Helpers. 


AnD horribly ungrateful fhould we be,.if a juft 
Senfe of the invaluable Priviledges,  civé/ and reli2 
gious, which we enjoy, under the mild) and kind 
Adminiftration of fo gracious a Sovereign and ten- 
der Father, did not knit ourHearts to him in Love, 
difpofing us to all Reverence and Loyalty. A 

ND 
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Anp íha age dutifully affected to our Sove- 
reign, and not bow the Knee before the Throne 
of Merg for im, now that his Enemies are rifen 
up in ee” againft him ? This is the only Way, 
wherein we, who live at fuch a Diftance, can help 
our King and Nation, in fubduing thofe who are 


endeavouring their Ruin. 


Anp let us, my Brethren, in this Way, exprefs 
our Love, and Gratitude, and Loyalty, to our Sove- 
reign, and Concern for the Safety of his Kingdom. 
Let us be conftant and importunate in our Suppli- 
cations to God, that he would preferve the Perfon, 
and protect the Crown of our rightful and lawful 
King ; cloathing his Enemies with Shame, but cau- 
fing the Crown to flourifh on his Head, and on the 
Head of his Pofterity forever: And that he would 
mercifully fave his People from Popery and Slavery ; 
perpetuating to them the Enjoyment of their Rights 
and Liberties, which diftinguifh them from the o- 
ther Nations of the Earth. Happy will they be 
while in fuch a Cafe; yea, happy will they be, fo 
long as God is their Lord. And may our Nation 
and Land be thus happy, ’till Time fhall be no more ! 
God grant it for his Mercy’s Sake in CurisT Jesus. 


AMEN. 





